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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

.DenaEnrron:

As one who praduated college many
years ago, participation in student affairs was
not among my considerations in deciding 1o
attend law school. The recent presentation on
campus by Dr. Norman Finkelstein, spon-
sored by several smdent organizations, com-
pelled me to write this letter.

¥ first heard Dr. Finkelstein speak in
February of 1990 where he said that life goes
on in the West Bank as it did in Nazi concen-
tration camps, that Paleslinians are no fonger
intimidated by Israeli wbermenchen, and that
Elie Weisel is chairman of the board of
Holocanst incorporated, the fastest growing
industry in the United States. Referring to
the mernbers of the Conference of Presidents
of Major American Jewish Organizations as
the Judenrat, Finkelstein said they are the
scom of the earth ard deserve to be kiiled,
and that he himself would do it since he
never claimed o be a saint.

I approached ihe studen: sesponsible for
initialing Finkelstein's presentation and told
tim of my experience. He assured me that he
Imows Finkelstein well, has heard bim speak
severat times, and cannct understand why
anyone would accuse him of making com-
parisons between Jews and Nazis. This stu-
dent brought my notes of Finkelstein's 1590
speech which 1 gave him to Firkelstein’s
attenlion, who denied having made those
slalernents.

I was nonetheless not surprised by
Finkelstein’s presentation en campus whese
in reading from Nazi and Zionist literature ke

claimed 1o demonskrate similarities between
the iwo and concluded that i€ the thinking is
similar so too is the action. According to
Finkelstein, a Jewish state is by definition
racist, Zionists were the first ethnic cleansers
in the post World War II period, and the
recent bombing atiack killing twenly-one
Israeli soldiers was justiffed wader intema-
tiomal law {videotape available in the l{brary}.

Almost everyone 1 spoke with who
attended Finkelstein’s presentation reacted
negalively o whal they heard. The student
who brought Finkelstein however, told me
thai I am taking the whole matter too sericus-
Iy. :

Another noted exceplion was the prw-
dent of the Black Law Students Association’
My supgestion that a letter of apology be cir-
culated in light of Finkelsiein’s remarks was
countered with First Amendment free speech
arpuments. My challenge to an open debate
regarding the propriety of sponsoring such a
speaker weni unanswered.

A speaker comparing so fundamental an
aspect of Jewish life to Mazism has the same
impact cn Jewish studeots as one speaking of
genelic predisposition or the vahue of
apartheid pelictes would have on black sto-
dents. It would be unthinkable to respond to
black shrdents upset and offended by such a
speaker that the First Amendment is an enii-
tlement lo ignore the sensitivities of olhers.

Claims by some of the organizers that
they do not understand the significance of
Finkelstein’s remarks are difficult to accept.
1t strains the iragination, for example, that an

historical society with ne comection to Mid-
East or Jewish affairs would not regret or be
embarrassed if a speaker they sponsored on
the history of the Nazi period continuaily
referred to Hitler as Mr. Hiller, as did
Finkelstein. '

It is similarly unthinkable for entering
law students 1o hear at school orfentation that
since studying law requires discipling, and
what better example of discipline than the
Nazi party, let us therefore learn a lesson
frora the Nazis and be as disciplined as they.
The concepmatf legical symmetry of (he anal-
ogy is subsumed by many surrounding fac-
tars, not the Ieast of which is good taste. Thar
Finkelstein maintains he is what the Nazis
and Zionists consider a rootless cosmopolitan
is an intellectual comsiruct existing nowhere
but jn his own mind.

The issue here is not whether one is con-
stilutionally entitled to the exercise of free
speech, but whether doing so in a given situa-
Lion is sensible, proper, and serves a pupose.
Maturity provides a framework upon which a
person can judge whether taking steps o pub-
licize a radical position would uaduly insult,
offend, or infuriate his neighbar. Leadership
is that which should compel a person Lo lake
respousibility for actions in the realm of pub-
lic affais. 1t is my opinion that some of the
student leaders involved in beinging this hate-
mnngering speaker fo campus displayed nei-
ther.

Sincezely,
Richard Horowitz ]

*one of the event's organizers
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