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Good morning. | fed privileged to have been invited by the committee to discuss my
views on security in New York's public aress after September 11 and thank the

committee for this opportunity.

| an an dtorney here in Manhattan and a former Isagi amy officer, having lived in
Isad for a number of years in the eighties | therefore view security matters from the
perspective of an American with Isradi training. In addition to my law practice, | have
over the years given numerous presentations to professond audiences on the methods
and mentdity of terrorists, and recently was the terrorism consultant on Fox New York
during the week of September 11.

September 11 has presented us with a great security chalenge and one that will require a
vay sious and long-term response.  Unfortunately, we are in a dStuation where at
present the physca well-being of New Yorkers is to some extent a function of the
intention of the terorigs.  That, in my opinion, was the daus of Americas arline
security over the years, which explans how four aircraft could have been hijacked in a
coordinated effort.

Notwithstanding the extraordinary and heroic emergency response we witnessed
immediady after the attack on September 11, | have indeed noticed weaknesses in New
York City's security, condituting a threat to the safety of people and the City's
infragructure. | should point out a the outset however that | am very aware of the
counterintelligence aspects of public hearings, whether a the city o federd levd. | have
heard information broadcast by the media on the date of arport security for example,
underganding full well that terrorists or their supporters could literdly be taking notes
and incorporating that information into the planning of potentid attacks.



Smilaly, | would not want to publicize what precise security wesknesses | have
observed, which | mantan should be left for private discusson. Rather, | intend to
discuss wha | think should be the approach New York ought to take in order to

implement an appropriate and effective security plan.

| beieve that City officdds from the rdevant agencies are fully aware of security
procedures, techniques, and equipment. | have confidence in their professondism in the
various aspects of security — from, for example, two fundamenta components of physica
security — access security (i.e, letting people in) and perimeter security (i.e, keeping
people out), to video and undercover survelllance, to security peatrols, physica bariers,
and the use of hi-tech security devices.

| think the following two points should be emphaszed when discussng security
measures.  Fird, that physica security, no matter how appropriate, is in a sense the lagt
line of defense — the fird line of defense being the intdligence forewarning that an attack
would take place. For the mogst part, this respongbility is in the hands of the federd

government.

Second, that whatever security precautions and procedures are implemented are a
function of a threat assessment, and to a great extent a threat assessment is itsdf a
function of the politicd and psychologica will to recognize the threet. It is here that we

can find the roots of whatever weaknesses exigt.

Americans have difficulty in recognizing that we are a war with an enemy who wants to
kill us smply because we are Americans. Bin Laden has said so explictly. His February
1998 fawa, or rdigious ruling, sated “The ruling to kill Americans and ther dlies —
avilian and military — is an individud duty for every Mudim who can do it in an avy
country in which it is possble” Bin Laden raterated this god in his dine 1998 interview
with John Miller from ABC News. Refering to Americans he sad “We do not
differentiate between those dressed in military uniforms or civilians”



Though the overwhdming mgority of Mudims world-wide rgect Bin Laden's cdl,
thousands have dready been trained in terrorigt training camps in Afghanistan

It is the difficulty in accepting the harsh redity of Bin Laden's declared objective that
leads to weaknesses in proper security. Even the 1993 World Trade Center attack was
not enough for the United States to fundamentdly dter its security policy. In the award-
winning documentary Jihad in America, produced by invedigaive journdist Steven
Emerson and broadcast on PBS in November 1994, Mr. Emerson asks former US
Ambassador for Counterterrorism Paul Bremer to comment on the fact that a well known
terorist leader was able to enter the United States fredy over a number of years.
Ambassador Bremer replied that this is another indication of “how lax our immigration
procedures are deding with terrorist.  It's shocking because, what it means, in effect, is
it'seaser to come to the United States as aterrorist than as arefugee.”

Sadly, dl September 11 suicide hijackers entered the United States with avaid visa

The implementation of security procedures depends on a cler understanding of the
security threat. The threat we currently face was not born on September 11. The 1993
World Trade Center attack, the bombing of the Marine barracks in Saudi Arabia, the
bombing of two U.S. embassies in Africa, the attack the USS Cole, Bin Laden's fatwas
and interviews, and many other statements and peeches made by Idamic fundamentdist
leaders, some on American soil, as exposed by Mr. Emerson’s Jihad in America, require

usto fully come to terms with this existing threst.

Dedroying the Tdiban regme and the terorists traning camps Afghanigan, even
capturing or killing Bin Laden, will not end the threst. We need to recognize that we are
confronting an enemy who believes they have time on ther dde and are will stop at
nothing to carry out therr declared misson. Our security planning and procedures need to
reflect this redity, and t is my hope tha through a proper undersanding of the threat we
will meet this chdlenge.
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